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Tothe scantily clad woman who
ran in panic to the bathroom last
week - window cleaner Kyle
Graham, hanging on arope atthe
time, wasn’t trying tograba
picture with his camera phone.
He was just taking a call.

And by the way, there wasa
notice in your mailbox saying he’'d
be working that day ... so, keep
your eyes peeled next time.

“When we're doing apartment

blocks we put up notices a few days :

: looked very much like Jesus, he
: descended toa window wherea
: woman was kneeling in front of a
: eross and praying.

before, but people don’t notice that
stuff,” says Graham, who has been
doing rope access work for three
years— and has subsequently
learnt agreat deal about people.
““You sort of see into their lives:
what books they’re reading, what

bedrooms are super messy and
piled with their junk, and the rest
of the house is tidy, how they're

sitting there in the morning in their

underwear, that kind of stuff”
On one occasion, when Graham
hadlong hair and a beard and

WHEN WiNDOW CLEANERS
GET Home.,,

Hi, HONEY, Hold WAS
OTHER PEOPLES DAYS?

:  Asaspecies, the window washer :
- - much like the pool man and :
: gardener- has been the source of

: much ribald humour for, like, ever.
: Theyare, of course, people just

. doingajob- more of them with the
i growthinthe service industry, the
: cultural blow-out of middle-class

: brunch and outsourcing of old

: fashioned weekend chores, and

: reality television’s almost moral

: elevation of the home beautiful.

Cameron MacSween started

“Idon’t knowifIgave hera

religious experience, but I sure
: gaveherafright,” hesays.
movies they're watching, how their :

The other people routinely

: startled into action by the sudden
. appearance of Graham are lazy
: office workers: “You see them on

Facebook or the phone and it’s

: obvious they're just slacking off.
. Once they see me, they immedi-
: ately get back towork."

windows 33 yearsagoasa

: teenager. Those were the days of

: the four-storey ladders (since

! banned) and anxiety when aladder
: slipped alittle or sunk in to grass

: and threatened to tilt backwards.

MacSween experienced the lat-

Competition has grown with

: opportunity, and the technical

: demands of high-rise work, the

: adventof different grades of glass,
: and Occupational Health and

| Safety
: guidelineshave

: turned a bucket-and-

: squeegee game into more ofa

: trade.“There are now maybe 15
h]gh—rlse wmpames, 200r (-lﬂgeu-

Kyle Graham the window washer

hanging out and enjoying the view

In Kew. Photos: Jason South

Whenthe
room is

has taken
over agame
that once suf-
fered too many
cowboys, a saucy
side lives on. MacSween
long ago put a slab of beer on
offer to any of the workers who
might get “picked up” on the job.
However, an outbreak of profes-
sionalism has memt the slab has

nm! maybe 10 of them are maln-

: stream...then you've got your sole
: traders doing domestic work,

: down toyour pensioners who get

: outand clean the local shops.”

Tt's taken MacSween a long time

: toestablish a reliable team who
: : actually take an interest in their
¢ ter while cleaning at Xavier College :
: one day, which may explain why he
: tried anotherline of work fora

: while, before founding Cam’s

: Window Cleaning 17 years ago.

work - no-shows were once epi-

. demic-and aren’t prone to falling

: offladders. He tells the story of an

: elderly Greek worker who resisted
; all gentle hints of retirement, no

: matter him falling into swimming

: pools and crashing the company

: carthree times in a month. “In the
: end, Thad tosay that was enough.”

‘While new-world seriousness

goneuncl

Graham, the Jesus-like rope
‘man who works for MacSween,
‘was recently confronted witha
woman holding a phone number
against the pane. He wasn't sure
if it was a joke, areferraltoa
girlfriend or what.

“I didn't follow it up,” he says.
There remains, however, the
legend of a window cleaner called

Peter Perfect.

“He was a very good-looking
bloke, worked out, had a good phy-
sique, and he knew it,” says MaeS-
ween. “He sort of dressed to show
himself off. We got alot of requests
from the ladies for Peter Perfect.
He'snow in another line of work.”

Guess who s paying for dinner? Yep, it’s us

| Heath Aston

They were ending the age of entitle-
‘ment at home — but 17,000 kilo-
‘metres away in London, Alexander

Downer mustn't have got the memo.

Details of a sumptuous dinner
‘hosted by Australia’s high commis-

sioner to the UK for then prime min-

ister Tony Abbott and his chief of
staff Peta Credlin have emerged.

They show Mr Downer spared no
expense when hosting high-ranking
visitors at his London residence,
Stoke

and their national security adviser
Andrew Shearer cost more than
$350 a head, according to docu-
mentsreleased under freedom of

NATAGE 008

Dinner for Mr Abbott, Ms Crediin |

Dinner Hosted by
HE The Hon Alexander Downer AC
and Mrs Nicola Downer AM
T (Guests —
The Hon Tony Abbott PM
Miss Peta Credlin
Mr_ Andrew Shearer
Stokg Lodge, London
—— Memy —
Seallops 3 Ways, Crumb Benito,
Tart Tar, Chilled Velwet Chowder
Pan Rpasted Lamb Loin,
Suti Dried Tomato and
Feta, Preserved Lemon
Selection of Farmbouse Cheeses with
Pickles and Chutneys

Coffee orTea
Price §2558

http://theage.digitaleditions.com.au/olive/ode/online/

: information by the Department of

i Foreign Affairs and Trade.

Alnngwil;hh’erownarandl‘lia

: wife, the former prime minister's

 party, which inciuded two other un-
: named guests, feasted on scallops“3
. ways" followed by mains of pan-

: roasted lambloin, according toa

: menu for the August 2014 soiree.

i Thetotalbill came to £1261($2558
. at current exchange rates).

Alunch for Justice Minister Mi-

: chael Keenan three monthslater

¢ costamore modest £640 and fea-

! tured “veal scaloppine marsala with
: honey-glazed salsifis and cavalo

: nero”.

Unfortunately, Mr Keenan's flight

into London was delayed due to bad
: weather and he never attended the

Hockey and his department head
! Martin Parkinson two months later,

. guests enjoying entrees of “caramel
. ised diver-caught scallops with Je-

. rusalem artichokes and hazelnuts”.
¢ The main course was roast guinea
! fowl, braised pear] barley, lemon and
* thyme sauce and dessert of “rhu-

\ barb and duck-egg custard tart with
* clotted cream”. The bill for 14 people
| was£452 ($916, or $65 a head).

i lunch, according to the documents.
i The minister's travelling compan-
. ions-secretary of the attorney-

. general's department Chris Moraitis
. and Mr Keenan's chief of staff Peter
 Soros -also missed the inch.

At a dinner for then treasurer Joe

the menu also impressive, with

It was reported in October that

: MrDowner had spent $150,000ina
year on 65 official dinners and
hinches as high commissioner, with
about a third being official recep-
tions at Australia House.

Mr Downer put on a $2500 dinner
for BHP boss Andrew McKenzie and
hises

DFATdec]uJedtu comment butit
isunderstood hospitality budgets
are setin Canberra and Mr Downer
did not breach his annual budget.

Labor MP Pat Conroy said Mr
Abbott and Mr Downer were close
personal friends and there should be
noreasonthat a dinner between
them should cost more than $350 a
head.

“They certainly like the finer

 things inlife, don't they” he said.
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